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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, August 12th, the WFRC club convened 
the fourth monthly outdoor meeting to be held at the 
flying field in Montissippi Park this flying season.
 Attendance consisted of the 4 club officers and 5 
members. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by club 
president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the July meeting were 
approved as published in the August newsletter 
without additions or corrections.
 There was no treasury report available.
 Mark Shobe has other commitments that will 
prevent him from serving as the master of ceremonies 
at the club picnic fly on August 23rd. Bill Nybakken 
volunteered to take on the food prep and serving for 
the event.
 Jeff Nelson has been in touch with the Monticello 
Community Education program to see what we can 
get for a winter meeting room. They are becoming 
more strict about things like requiring liability 
insurance from our club. They have also substantially 
raised the hourly charge for a meeting room. For this 
winter it may total nearly $100 for the seven meeting 
we hold indoors. The floor was opened for other 
suggestions. Kremer's Toy & Hobby in Albertville was 
discussed but the room we met in once before was 
considered to be awfully small. The Monticello 
Community Center was mentioned but they have 
substantial rental rates compared to the new rates we 
will be getting at the Middle School. We have another 
month to decide so anyone who can find a good 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, September 9th, 
2014. It will be held at the Montissippi 

Flying Field.

prospect in the Monticello, Buffalo, St. Michael area 
should get some details to present at the September 
meeting.
 Leo Davids will be ordering enough roofing repair 
tape to finish the runway mat seams. The cost should 
be about $330. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM 

Upcoming Events
WFRC Joint EAA RC Fly - On Saturday, September 
6th, the WFRC Club will host members from the 
Maple Lake EAA Chapter 878 for a day of RC flying at 
our club field in Monticello. The WFRC will provide 
aircraft with buddy box trainers so that EAA members 
can get some stick time flying model airplanes instead 
of full scale. Our club members are encouraged to 
bring a vast array of models whether suited for buddy 
box operation or not. A noon lunch will be part of the 
program.

WFRC Runway Project Update
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, August 5th, Leo Davids, Curt 
Smallwood, Joel Dirnberger and Clair Madsen gathered 
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at the club field to work on the runway project. They 
had about 180 feet of roofing repair tape to cover the 
rest of the north side mat seam down the length of 
the runway. Clair had made a very nice roller to set the 
tape down with. It was much more robust than the 
little carpet roller that was used for the application of 
the first two rolls of  tape back in June. 
 While the tape was going down, the perimeter of 
the runway was sprayed with Roundup to knock back 
the weeds that popped up in the dirt backfill along the 
buried edge of  the matting.
 On Tuesday, August 12th, Leo brought out some 
poles that he made out of leftovers from the pilot 
flight line barriers. The poles stand about 9 feet tall 
with an orange flag on top. Each pole was set along a 
line extending from the near edge of the runway that 
represents the Safety line that no aircraft should cross 
behind during flight. The poles which are about 200 
feet from each end of the runway provide a more 
prominent marker to gauge your flying with. They give 
visual extension of the runway to line up your final 
approach for landing. 
 The remainder of the roofing tape to finish the 
runway matting seams has arrived and could be put 
down the week of September 1st if a willing work 
crew can be organized.

Maple Lake EAA Fly-in Dinner 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Saturday, August 16th, the Maple Lake EAA 
Chapter held their annual full scale fly-in dinner at the 
Maple Lake Municipal Airport. Along with the other 
attractions at the airport, WFRC set up a static display 
of model aircraft and club handout information at the 
EAA's event. Joel Dirnberger and Leo Davids supplied 
RC aircraft and fielded questions/inquiries about the 
club as well as the advancement of  the RC hobby.

WFRC August Club Picnic Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Saturday, August 23rd, the club held the third 
social/flying event of the summer season at the 
Montissippi Park field. There was quite a bit of 
overcast but no rain and the wind was only slightly 
challenging.
 Attendance consisted of seven fliers so the flight 
stations were never crowded, Bill Nybakken was on 
the grill for noon lunch of hamburgers and hot dogs. 
Plenty of  desserts were available as well. 
 One of the fliers that day was a noted visitor from 
across the state, none other than AMA Associate VP 
Mark Robotti from near St. Croix Falls. He made his 
second appearance at our field this summer. His first 
was representing AMA to present us with the field 
improvement grant. This trip Mark came to enjoy 
some flying from that new runway. He brought a nice 
selection of electric powered aircraft representing 
some of  the latest ARF's that Sig is producing.
 Even with only a handful of fliers, there was 
constant activity throughout the day before everyone 
packed up and headed home.

Stall & Spin Recovery Tips
by Debra Cleghorn, Model Aviation News, Electric Flight
 The stall, or more accurately the inadvertent stall, 
has probably caused more RC planes to crash than any 
other cause. The safety of your airplane depends on 
your knowledge of its slow-speed handling and stall 
characteristics. To minimize the number of crashes 
due to stalls, the pilot must understand the principles 
of what makes a plane fly and how to make practical 
use of  the information.
 First, we must understand how the wing supports 
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the plane in flight. As the plane moves through the air, 
the amount of lift is determined by the particular 
airfoil and its angle of attack (AOA). The AOA is the 
angle formed by the wing’s chord line and the 
oncoming airstream. The other primary factor in the 
amount of lift is the speed of the airfoil through the 
air. A stall will occur when the AOA exceeds the wing’s 
critical angle of attack. At this angle, the lift suddenly 
decreases and the drag increases, resulting in the plane 
losing altitude very rapidly. The pilot has control over 
the AOA with the elevator. For example, if the pilot 
inputs up-elevator the tail drops and the nose rises, 
which increases the wing’s AOA. An important point 
to note is that the plane can be moving in any 
direction, including straight down, and a stall will 
occur if  the AOA is exceeded.

 The only way to recover from a stall is by decreasing 
the angle of attack below the critical angle by pushing 
forward on the elevator. By learning your plane’s slow-
speed and stall behavior, you should be able to avoid 
getting into an unintentional stall situation in the first 
place. Take your plane up high; reduce the throttle 
while increasing the elevator deflection to maintain 
your altitude. As it slows, note how the plane reacts to 
your control inputs, and when it does stall, note if a 
wingtip drops or if it stalls straight ahead. Recover 
from the stall by lowering the nose to gain flying 
speed. Adding power will speed the recovery and 
minimize altitude loss. Practice this until you can 
recover with the wings level. All models stall 
differently, so you’ll want to learn your model’s 
characteristics.
 Spins are an exciting aerobatic maneuver when done 
intentionally, but an unintentional spin close to the 
ground will spoil your day. A spin cannot occur unless 
the plane is stalled. If at the moment of stall there is a 

yawing moment, an autorotation will commence. The 
spin is caused by a complex series of events. If rudder 
is applied as the wing stalls then it will cause one wing 
to drop. For instance, if left rudder is applied with up-
elevator, the left wing will move downward and 
rearward resulting in a left roll. The left wing will 
therefore have a greater angle of attack and slower 
speed relative to the right wing. The right wing will 
essentially be less stalled than the left wing resulting in 
autorotation about the spin axis. In the fully developed 
spin, the aerodynamic and inertial forces are stabilized 
into a predictable pattern of rotation. The rotation, 
airspeed and vertical speed are stabilized and the 
descent path is vertical. Unless something is done, the 
spin will continue.
 Turns in the landing pattern can lead to spins if a 
skidding turn is attempted. A skid is when too much 
rudder is used for a given bank angle. Often a pilot will 
use rudder when overshooting the turn in order to 
avoid a steep bank angle. This is the recipe for a spin. 
If you find yourself in a spin, most planes will recover 
easily by letting go of the controls and letting the 
speed build up. Some high-performance planes require 
opposite rudder and/or down-elevator to recover. Use 
caution during the recovery as the speed can build up 
quickly. Also, avoid a secondary spin during the 
recovery by not using excessive up-elevator. Every 
plane has its own peculiar spin characteristics, so make 
sure you try spin recovery at high altitudes.

Crosswind Corrections During a Loop
by David Scott, Model Airplane News, July 8, 2014

 

Excluding pilot error, crosswinds cause the majority 
of the deviations that aerobatic pilots have to correct. 
For example, when a loop is performed in a crosswind, 
the airplane will drift sideways with the wind during 
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the slower portion of the loop. A loop that is entered 
flying parallel with the runway will finish downwind 
and no longer track parallel, therefore requiring 
additional corrections to get back on track before 
another maneuver can be attempted. Learning to 
anticipate and apply rudder into the wind to prevent 
wind drift during loops will significantly reduce the 
need for corrections afterward. Consequently, not only 
will your flying become easier overall, but there will be 
more time to think between maneuvers. You must be 
proficient at the basic loop sequence before 
introducing the rudder or else the rudder will take 
attention away from the all-important right stick and 
cause your loops to become inconsistent. Remember, 
rudder is a refinement added to what are already pretty 
good loops. If you start botching your loops, 
temporarily leave the rudder out and focus on the 
basics. Then, while maintaining good fundamentals, 
try adding the rudder again.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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